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2. SUMMARY*. PRAVOA TODAY CARRIES AN ARTICLE UNDER THE 
BYLINE 'A. PETROV," SIGNIFYING HIGH-LEVEL PART? 
AUTHORSHIP. THAT FLATLY REJECTS THE EC PROPOSAL FOR 

AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AFGHANISTAN AND 
REITERATES -- MITHOUT CHANCE -- HOSCOU'S PRE-CONDITIONS 
FOR TALKS. THE TONE OF THE ARTICLE REVEALS SOVIET 
ANXIETY OVER THE INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT AND PUBLICITY 
THE PROPOSAL HAS RECEIVEO'. ITS TIRING IS PROBABLY 
RELATEO TO THE CURRENT MISSION TO ISLAHABAO ANO KABUL 
OF UN ENVOY OE CUELLAR. ENO SUMMARY. 

3. BENEATH THE RHETORIC, THE MAIN THRUST OF THE PIECE 
IS TO EMPHASIZE THAT MOSCON HAS NOT MOVED ANO DOES WOT 
INTENO TO HOVE FRON ITS PROCLAIMED STANCE ON THE 
AFGHAN OUESTION. AS THEY HAD OONE KITH LORO CARRINGTON 
AND IN THEIR NEOIA COVERAGE SINCE HIS VISIT HERE 
OLZFTZl$ A ANO B>, THE SOVIETS QUOTE CHAPTER ANO 
VERSE FRON THE ORA<S NAY IN, Mil PROPOSAL FOR TALKS 
WITH PAKISTAN ANO IRAN, BREZHNEV'S XKVI PARTY CONGRESS 
REPORT ANO HIS NAY SPEECH IN TBILISI* "THE SOVIET UNION 
IS REAOY FOR TALKS,* PETROV NRITES, "BUT ONLY FOR 
CONSTRUCTIVE TALKS INBUEO tflTH A SPIRIT OF A SOBER 
APPROACH. " 

i. THE EC PROPOSAL IS NEITHER "CONSTRUCTIVE* NOR 

"REALISTIC," ACCORDING TO PETROV. HZ ARGUES THAT 

BY CALLING FOR TALKS KlTHOUT THE PARTICIPATION OF THE 

BABRAK REGIME •- THE "LAWFUL GOVERNMENT OF A 

SOVEREIGN STATE" •• THE EC IS OPERATING FROM THE 

"TYPICAL IMPERIAL APPROACH'- OECIOING THE FATE OF A 

PEOPLE BEHINO THEIR BACK." THE ARTICLE TAKES A PERSONAL 
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StfIPE AT LORO CARRINGTON BY CALLING HIS STATEMENT 

THAT THE PRESENT KABUL REGIME IS UNACCEPTABLE TO 

THE AFGHAN PEOPLE "THE CRUOEST VIOLATION OF THE 

ELEMENTARY ETHICS OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS." 

PETROV ALSO TAKES UMBRAGE AT THE ZC PROPOSAL'S 

CALL FOR A NEUTRAL AFGHANISTAN, LABELING IT "BLASPHEMOUS" 

TO A STATE THAT "HAS ALIAYS BEEN NON-ALIGNED AND MILL 

INDISPUTABLY REMAIN ONE." 

5. THE ARTICLE LINKS THE EC PROPOSAL CLOSELY TO 
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US STRATEGY AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION. BEFORE HE 
SPECIFICALLY REFUTES THE DETAILS OF THE PROPOSAL, 
PETROlf SPENOS A NUMBER OF PARAGRAPHS DENOUNCING THE 
•IMPERIALIST AMBITIONS OF WASHINGTON. - THESE 
AMBITIONS, HE ARSUES, "HAVE ACQUIREO AN EVEN LARGER 
SCOPE' KITH THE ARRIVAL OF. THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION. 
HE TIES U.S. "AGGRESSION- IN AFGHANISTAN KITH ITS 
ACTIONS IN EL SALVADOR ANO CLAIMS THAT THE "SOLE 
METHOO- OF AMERICAN STRATEGY IS TO SOLVE PROBLEMS 
KITH MILITARY FORCE. AMERICAN 'AGGRESSION* AGAINST 
THE ORA, PETROV CONTENOS. IS ONLY ONE PART OF A 
KIOER U.S. PLAN FOR THE OESTABlL IIATION OF THE ENTIRE 
REGION FROM SOUTH ASIA TO THE PERSIAN GULF ANO IS A 
THREAT NOT ONLV TO AFGHANISTAN. BUT IRAN ANO INDIA 
AS KELL. AS IS THE SOVIET NORM, THE ARTICLE NAMES ANO 
CONOEMNS AS PARTNERS IN THE U.S. INTRIGUES CHINA, 
GREAT BRITAIN, PAKISTAN, EGYPT ANO SAUDI ARABIA. 

i. COMMENT: THE DECISION TO ATTACK THE EC PROPOSAL 
KITH SUCH AN AUTHORITATIVE PUBLIC REBUTTAL ATTESTS 
TO MOSCOK'S UNEASINESS OVER THE INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 
ANO PUBLICITY THE PROPOSAL HAS RECEIVED. IT MAKES 
IT OBVIOUS THAT THE SOVIETS INTENO JO RESPONO TO 
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THE ADMINISTRATION'S" POLICY OF CHALL&HGJNG THEN 
ON AFGHANISTAN «ITH 'A TOUGH ANO UNYIEL'OING POSITION. 
THE TINING NAY BE TIEO TO BOTH THE OTTAtfA SUMMIT'S 
SUPPORT FOR THE EC INITIATUE ANO THE CURRENT 
ROUNO OF THE OE CUELLAR MISSION. ENO COMMENT. 

7, KABUL MINIMIZE CONSIOEREO. 

RMATLOCK 
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